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New York Theatre Openings This Week 


The Bat-National 1/20/53. James Withers Elliott presents revival of Mary 
Roberts Rinehart-Avery Hopswood mystery plan. Cast directed by Jonathan Seymour 
includes Zasu Pitts, Lucile Watson and William Harrigan...Mid-Summer- Vanderbilt 
1/21/53. Paul Crabtree produced and directed new play by Vina Delmar. With Mark 
Stevens, Geraldine Page and Vicki Cummings...The Crucible--Martin Beck-1/22/53. 
Kermit Bloomgarden produces, Jed Harris directs new play by Arthur Miller. Walter 
Hampden, Beatrice Straight, Cloris Leachman head cast. Opening night curtain at 7:15 
eeeThe Fifth Season-Cort- 1/23/53. George Kondolf presents new comedy by Sylvia 
Regan,directed by Gregory Ratoff. Starring Menasha Skulnik and Richard Whorf. 


Digests of Current NY Theatre Reviews 


The Love of Four Colonels-Shubert 1/15/53. Majority of NY daily reviewers en- 
chanted with light hearted performances of Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer in Peter 
Ustinov's unusual comedy,presented by Theatre Guild and Aldrich & Myers. Atkinson, 
Times, and Chapman,News,dissented. Directed by Mr. Harrison cast also includes Leueen 
McGrath, Robert Coote,Larry Gates and Stefan Schnabel,all of whome shared praises 
of critics for their fine performances. Harrison and Palmer playing many different 
characterizations were applauded by all, with Palmer winning top honors. Kerr,Herald 
Tribune,enjoyed light hearted,random,and often quite puzzling improvisation. Play 
is a rich diet,he summed up, short on nourishment,but handsomely served up. Coleman, 
Mirror,precits play may be most controversial of season,though he found it constantly 
amusing and rewarding. His minor criticism was that it missed its point when it went 
metaphysical. Winchell added a couplet to Mirror review: ™" Luscious Lilli and sexy 
Rex, Spoofing the hell out of Sex,Sex,Sex!" Watts,Post,enjoyed the much modernized 
Sleeping Beauty fantasy for its refreshing originality,though he did think author's 
inventiveness deserts him a bit at the end. Crazy and irregular fantasy,going no- 
where in particular,but written and performed with such taste and intelligence that 
nobody cares,is how McClain,Journal American,felt about it. Atkinson turned thumbs 
down because original idea of satire got lost in elaborate allegory where the author 
gets carried away with his own brillance. Chapman,News,suggested that script has 
an even chance of being the most aggressively whimsical piece of literature since 
"Peter Rabbit," and considerably less exciting. 


Be Your Age-48th St Theatre 1/14/53. Unanimous panning dealt out to Mary Orr 
and Reginald Denham's new comedy. Critics were more surprised at bad performances 
turned in by Conrad Nagel,Loring Smith and Hildy Parks ,than they were at what most 
considered a generally unfunny script. One of the most trying experiences of the 
season,is how Atkinson,Times,rated it. Ralph Alswang's sunshining set should be 
put away and saved for a play as bright as it is, suggests Kerr,Herald Tribune.Chap- 
man,News,comes up with the adjective "unremarkable" to describe the proceedings pro 
duced by Alexander Cohen, Joseph Kipness and Morris K Bauer. Hawkins,World Telegram 
& Sun credits Loring Smith with trying his best to win laughs, but not aided in the 
lest by an unpalatable script. Script is about as unimaginative as its title,panned 
McClain,Journal American, while Shipley,New Leader, suggests that if author had 
heeded his own title,the play would never have existed. 


Out of Town Tryouts 


Philadelphia first night audience of Hazel Flagg over-rated the new musical 
by Jule Styne, judges Waters,Variety. Musical is in dire need of plenty of cutting 

and softening. Ben Hecht book doesn't measure up to original "Nothing Sacred" film 
it is based on. Critic suggests more becoming hair-do for Helen Gallagher.Show has 
several hits,reviewer predicts. 


* Off Broadway * 


Theatre de Lys plans to reopen in late Feb with Ester McCracken's Quiet Weddin 
Betty Young will produce Pardon the Sérgeant,new comedy by Reginald Lawrence, Feb 20 
at Henry St. Playhouse...Equity Library Theatre's 3rd Community Theatre production, 
Finian's Rainbow opens at Lenox Hil! Playhouse Feb 25...Originals Only have added Mon 
night performances for Gordon Reilly...National Arts Club produce The Late George Apley 
in late Feb...Marchette Chute spoke on Shakespeare at Dramatist Forum...Des Mujeres 
a_les Nueve, 3 act play in Spanish,presented at NYU for high school students...Noone, 
Gil Orlovitz' new play produced at Provincetown Playhouse by Intro Magazine,panned by 
Rice,Post as the kind of Off Broadway production which should have been postponed right 
out of experienceeAs long as it did get produced,drama editor recommends it to embryo 
playwrights as an object lesson on why amateur should stay away from incest as a sub- 
ject and poetry as the method to write about it...Westinghouse 23 hour musical prod- 
uction for dealers It's All for You played at Warner's,NYC. 


* TV & Radio Notes * 


WPIX Broadway Camera features columnists Frank Farrell,Bob Sylvester,Danton 
Walker, and Hy Gardner,each appearing once weekly at 7 15 PM...WFUV FM Artists and 
Actors now heard Sat at 6 45 PM...Du Mont TV "Broadway Matinee" with Ethel Colby, 
Journal of Commerce,off air due to curtailment of network's morning schedule... 

The Seven Year Itch advertising $1.20 Wed Matinee seats on WQXR..-WNBT & WNBC have 
formed promotion tie up with Playbill Magazine to promote living theatre..."Backstage 
Reunion," TV program planned by Walt Framer,would spotlight oldtime vaudeville and 
theatre favorites doing their original acts.Conrad Nagel would be M.C...NBC TV 
canceled Kraft TV Theatre production of One Bright Day, play by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse because of a reported controversey over how to handle the theme. 


* Book Notes * 


Random House will publish an annual record of theatre edited by Chapman,News. 
Outstanding plays of season will be presented in edited versions,plus articles on 
theatre edited by Barrett H Clark, Dramatists Play Service...Kronenberger,Time,will 
take over editorship of Dodd,Mean"Best Plays" volumes..."Just the Other Day--From 
Yellow Pines to Broadway" by Morehouse,WT&S,published in April by McGraw Hill... 

"We Barrymores" by Lionel Barrymore now available in Grosset & Dunlap reprint... 
Everyman Library "Naked Masks'' contains 5 plays by Luigi Pirandello edited by Bentley, 
New Republic...Volume III of "The Plays of J B Priestley" published by Harper & Bros. 
ee¥To The Actor™ by Michael Chekhov( Harper & BrosS,with preface by Yul Brynner, is 
textbook subtitled " On the Techniques of Acting... Random House published text of 
Stanley Young's adaption of Mr. Pickwick. 


Critical Digest-505-5th Ave, NYC 17 MU 2-0326 T.M. Kraus- Newsletter Services 


___Theatre newsletter weekly digests reviews,news,forums of NYC & LA. Exclusive 
year round drama features. For fans,libraries,groups.$10 year,$2-10 weeks. 


___Complete weekly entertainment newsletter. Night club,restaurant,theatre,films,TV 
& Radio reviews digested. For fans,executives,editors. $25 year.$5-10 weeks. 


5 
| 
| 


* Green Room Department '* 


PEGLER'S THEATRE SOLUTIONS...US theatres are run down,dirty,ill-policed and obviously 
fly-by-night and have been for years, charges Westbrook Pegler,Journal American. 
While not very much can be down about the strong unions, whose members are really 
janitors but get paid huge sums; the political columnist did think the manners 
and attire of the customers , which are equally offensive, could be brushed up 
overnight. His answer is simply printing a set of instructions on the back of 
theatre tickets. Some people,who can afford to go to the theatre, just don't be- 
cause they don't like the unions,he believes. 


EMPIRE THEATRE OBIT...60th birthday of famed theatre,the last on Broadway, tinged with 
sadness,notes NY Times editorial. Theatre where more than 250 plays have opened 
may be headed for physical oblivion, but paper it sure it will live in the hearts 
and memories of countless thousands of playgoers. 


THEATRE IDEAS...National school of speech suggested by Coleman,Mirror, as proper way 
to put end to annoying regional twangs and accents in many of your younger actors. 
eeecean Of Casey is the most consistently discussed unproduced dramatist today, 
reports Atkinson,Times,who wonders how the theatre can spend thousands on Buttrio 
Square and not one cent on an O'Casey play since 1934...Message dramas can be 
very welcome if they are well done, Watts,Post,informs would be playwrights. 


LA MYTH EXPLODED...NY booking offices are making an error,and are losing money,by not 
realizing that most road companies of hit plays can sell out for more than the 
usual 2 week Theatre Guild subscription period at the Biltmore, Greene,LA Examiner, 
points out. Because tickets for non subscribers are so hard to get, many fans just 
don't bother attending the professional theatre. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Recent award to Beatrice Lillie as "the outstanding comedienne 
of all times" was probably deserved, but Sheaffer,Eagle,can't help but thinking 
how group compared her with all the Equity actors seen in the last 3000 years... 
Watts,Post,is the first to admit that it is much harder to write a review when 
he hasntt done one for several weeks, than it is to turn them out regularly... 
Hollywood offers poor schooling for Broadway, NBC Leon Pearson concludes after 
viewing Two's Company. Movie stars have tried to come back to theatre, only 
to find that theatre requires a certain moral and intellectual fibre which the 
swimming pool circuit does not seem to cultivate. 


REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK..-Interesting data discovered by McCord,Herald Tribune,reveals 
that newest London comedy hit Dear Charles, adapted from French play, is act- 
ually the same play which ran 7 performances in NYC in 1944 called Slightly 
Scandalous. Frederick Jackson first wrote his play in English,then it was put 
on in France,and now adapted back to English. Tallulah Bankhead was consider- 
ing appearing in London production. British tradepapers report that the English 
production is actually a pre-Broadway tryout staged by John Wildberg. Idea would 
be to bring cast and sets to NYC. 


* Theatre News Round Up * 


Be Your Age closed... The Male Animal will continue Reb 21...Two's Company leads 
and producers at "Drama Desk" Jan 19..-League of NY Theatres expert commitee has app- 
roved proposed city building code changes...Dial M for Murder has dropped its 7 PM 
Monday curtain...3 insurance policies covering non appearance of Equity actors have 
been approved by NY State...Wolfe Kaufman has retired as theatre press agent to devote 
full time to his writing...Gertrude Lawrence exhibit at Musuem of NY Jan22-April 30. 
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* LA Theatre Notes * 


Pasadena Playhouse opening Feb 12 of Bell,Book and Candle marks start of new 
program policy to run shows for more than 3 weeks at a time. The Country Girl and 
Remains to be Seen will be tried out later in season,as well as two new scripts... 
Yale Puppeteers will make national tour from Oct to Dec 1953 with their marionette 


show and a live revue Tommy Turnabout's Circus...John Brown's Body reading to play 
Beverly Hills High School Feb 5...Puss in Boots playing Saturdays at Las Palmas. 


New "in person" segment of Turnabout Theatre with Elsa Lanchester back in her 
guest role won plaudits of 3 LA daily drama reviewers. Schallert,Times,found new 
revue agreeable and typical. Satire on folk singers was his favorite. Bongard,News, 
is sure new show will please old and new customers. Puppet show ends with its cust- 
omary amazement.Jackson,Herald Express,especially enjoyed funny routine on juvenile 
delinquency...Gallery Stage presentation of John Dighton's English farce The Happiest 
Days of Your Life enjoyed by Von Blon,Times, and Bongard,News,as a hilarious romp... 
Que Muchacha, new comedy at Padua Hills highly rated by Jackson,Herald Express,as 
a fine comedy with Porfiria Lerma playing an impish and restless senorita. 


* French Theatre Today 


3 gentlemen in evening clothes are the first thing you see when you enter a 
French theatre, Philip Carr reported on BBC Third Programme. Sitting together on 
a raised box at the side of the entrance hall,each has a special function. The 
theatre manager marks the seats on his plan, but does not take your money. The 
second man is an official of the government who collects the Entertainment Tax, 
and carries it away from each performance in cash. While the third receives the 
author's royalty,which is also taken away in cash. 


French playwrights, Carr continued, receive 12% royalties on all shows except 
those given at the national theatres. The author's society also receives royalities 
on classics and other scripts which are no longer copyright. In addition to his fees, 
the playwright is entitled to a certain number of seats nightly which he can sell at 
the brokers. Result of these rules makes the author a dictator in the French theatre 
today,Carr commented. The playwright directs the cast and has the power to withdraw 

the show at any time. 


Paris has 4 state owned theatres, the broadcaster explained,each receiving 
annual subsidies. Two are opera houses, and two are permanent national theatres.The 
Comedia Francaise two houses are known as Salle Richelieu and Salle Luxembourg ,and 
the two companies are more or less interchangeable. Except for August,both have 
repertoire programs going 7 nights and 2 matinees a week. Leading players of both 
companies also have rights to choose their parts, and sometimes their supporting cast. 


French plays almost always begin 20 minutes after the advertised curtain,Carr 
noted, while the intermissions are much longer than normal. French audiences seemed 
to him more ready to give a sudden round of applause,not only at the end of a long 
speech,but at any emotional climax in the acting, if they feel that the acting as 
been well done. There is also often in the French theatre he attended a little 
satisfied murmur of approval at a good line or a delicate piece of the play. This, 
Carr feels, reveals a detached and critical attitude of watching the whole thing as 
a work of art. The French can be moved for a moment by passion, but they are not 
often carried away by the story. For this reason the broadcaster concludes that 
the French are really a more sophisticated public than the English. 
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